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NPS on the Net:
Producers, Importers, Dealers, and 

Consumers



Interactions

Authorities

Chemists



Novel Psychoactive Substances

• rapid emergence of NPS

• global drug scene significantly reshaped

• fundamental changes in markets, policies, and subcultures

• pre-existing groups of injecting drug users

• recreational drug users in night clubs and venues

• “official data” only when hospitalised or detained

• lack of information on non-problematic users

• strengths/weaknesses of Net trade/marketing/communication

• NPS business a complex global phenomenon



Netnography

• Internet discussion boards

• netnographic and participatory studies

• NPS-related harm reduction

• NPS experts may gain respect and insight

• practical “secrets” of drug trading

• little known mechanisms

The presented information is based on 5 years of personal email

correspondence and anonymous interviews with national and

international NPS dealers and consumers.



Forum discussion

www.drugs-forum.com

www.erowid.org

www.bluelight.ru

www.shroomery.org

www.partyvibe.com

www.hipforums.com

www.reddit.com/r/researchchemicals

www.zoklet.com

www.ukchemicalresearch.org

www.flashback.org

hyperreal.info

www.chemsrus.com



Daath.hu NPS forum (2002-)



"Herbal Smoke" forum (2014-16)



Market

• factories

• importers

• wholesale

• retail



Internet technologies

surface web ~ deep web

encrypted nets ("darknet", crypto, anonymous email  )

pseudonyms, anonymous browsing

domain name registration

online webstore

buyer email lists 

bitcoin transactions



Procedure

Find a (legal) substance

Find a source

Make payment

Arrange delivery

Skip customs

Get analysis

Find ratio/dosage

Test the effects

Start marketing

Start distributing

Keep stocked up

Prevent accidents

Follow legal status



Agora (TOR)



Confusing legal statuses





Vendor-made naming error



Classified ads:

- NPS

- emu

- mother goat!





Accidents

2013:
4,4’-DMAR

Hungary: 9 †

Northern Ireland: 19 †

2015:
ADB-FUBINACA
Hungary: at least 15 hospitalisations



Hungary, 2015



Vendor risks

Scam (pay for nothing)

Other substance (10-50%)

Substance legality

Generic legislation

Tax officials

Consumer overdoses

Legislative changes



Vendors in Hungary

No idea of what NPS they are actually selling

No idea of NPS legal statuses

Substances change, brand names remain

No access to substance analysis

On/off under different vendor names

No cybersecurity skills

No spelling skills

"cannaboid", "cannabioid", "cannabionoid"...



Remember to pose on Facebook 
with cars, gold, and money!



Remember to fill your tax forms!



NPS Bioethics & Biopolitics:
What is the problem with NPS?

Pharmacological self-enhancement?
Uncontrolled epidemic?
Health consequences?
Undesired behaviour?
People not obeying?
Long-term effects?

Financial profit?
'Moodiness'?
Self-harm?

Fun?

Let’s find appropriate levels of control!



Thank you for your attention!


